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This is a collection of paint-by-number logic puzzles created by users of the webpbn.com
website. The solved puzzle above is by Martial Accart. They have been selected from among
the thousands of puzzles published there to create a pleasant introduction to paint-by-number
logic puzzles. This collection features mostly easy puzzles, with a few harder ones near the
end.

Paint-by-number puzzles (which are also called by many other names, including nonograms,
griddlers, hanji, and picross), were invented in 1988 by Tetsuya Nishio and Non Ishida. As with
sudoku puzzles, you'll need careful logical reasoning to solve these puzzles, but instead of
discovering a grid of numbers, you'll end up with a picture.

Webpbn.com is a free website designed by Jan Wolter where people can create, solve, and
discuss paint-by-number puzzles. Besides being fun to solve, these puzzles are fun to create:
you just draw a picture, and adjust it a bit so that it works as a solvable puzzle. Webpbn.com
supplies tools to make this fun and easy. There are thousands of puzzles on the the site,
including more challenging puzzles, and multicolor puzzles.



How to Solve Paint-by-Number Puzzles
An example of a paint-by-number puzzle is show below. As you can see, it consists of a blank grid, with some
clue numbers given for each column and each row. The goal is to mark each square of the grid black or white. If
this is done in accordance with the clue numbers, a picture will appear.
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The clue numbers tell what groups of black cells appear in that row or column. For example, the second column
has the clue "2 1 3". That means that that column should contain first a group of two adjacent black cells, then
one solitary black cell, and then a group of three adjacent black cells. There must be at least one white space
between each group of black cells. There may or may not be some white cells at the top and bottom of the
column.

Often a good way to start with these puzzles is too look for rows or columns with large numbers in them. In this
case, the center column has a "7", so we know that in that column of 10 cells, there will be 7 adjacent black cells.
That means there have to be 3 white cells, but the clue doesn't tell us where they are. They could be all at the top,
all at the bottom, or some at the top and some at the bottom. However, if you think about it, you'll see that
wherever they are the center four cells of that column must be black. If any of those were white, there wouldn't be
seven adjacent cells left in the column, so the clue would be violated. Thus, we can start by filling in the four
center cells as black:

2

1

2

1

3 7

1

3

2

1

2

2 1

1 1

3

1 1

1 1

2

1 1

1 2

2

Now we can look at some of the rows that cross the cells we just filled in. Rows 5 and 6 have the clue "1 1". Well,
one of the black cells is already filled in, and we know that cells on either side of it must be white, since groups of
black cells must always be separate by at least one white cell. We mark them as white by putting a dot in the cell.
Row 7 has the clue "2", so we know the cells on either end of that row must be white.
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If you keep going like this, you will eventually be able to fill in all the cells and reveal the picture. Column 2, with
the "2 1 3" clue, might be a good place to look next. You'll be able to figure out where the 2 and the 1 have to be,
and fill in two of the cells for the 3.



INTRO 1

#2: A President's Buddy
 2004 by Jan Wolter
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#791: Kind of Bird
 2007 by Lucilla Schiaffino
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#438: Who?
 2006 by Jan Wolter
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#4039: Special Powers
 2008 by Jane Doe
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INTRO 2

#4008: A Short-Term Solution to Winter
 2008 by Tonia Bergh
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#4007: Pink
 2008 by Jane Doe
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#4010: She Seems Happy
 2008 by Agneta 
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#4006: Can I Interest You In...
 2008 by Jota
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#3645: Forest Baby
 2008 by Marie-Louise Ambrey
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#4048: Cosa Nostra
 2008 by Marie-Louise Ambrey
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INTRO 3

#531: Hitched
 2006 by Jan Wolter


